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be reckoned, it would seem, without first a refined analysis
to assemble and measure the elements, and then an intricate
computation to combine and bring out their resultant. Of
such process we can hardly be affirmed to have any con-
sciousness i and yet to dispense with it, and keep our moral
perception in these cases still upon the line of intuition, is
to carry that term beyond the boundary of those simple
apprehensions to which alone it is usually applied. In
answer to this difficulty I can only fall back upon Aristotle's
principle, that you must not ask for mathematical exactitude
in matters which do not admit of it, but be content with the
best practical approximation to be had1. Psychological
proportions may really exist and may tell upon our expe-
rience, without being measuiable; and, what is more, we
may feel their synthesis and have a good guess at their
shares, without being required or able to spread them out
in quantitative analysis. And it needs no exceptional self-
knowledge to be aware, that where we have acted from
mixed motives, some approvable, others selfish and un-
worthy, we are by no means unconscious of the spoiling
combination, and cannot accept the word of mistaken praise
without secret shame. I care not whether this instantaneous
judgment be called intuitive, or be regarded as the outcome
of a process too rapid to be traced. I only know it is as
ready as if it were intuitive, and comes to the surface as
soon. For our purpose, this is sufficient. But I admit
that, in these complex cases, our first estimate is subject to
reflective correction, in a way which is not observable with
the simpler impulses There is no secret of the conscience
which the old writers on personal piety more searchingly
exposed, than the alloy of impure motive that is apt to
taint even our best moments and our least imperfect acts;
and in the subtlety of their detective scrutiny they are un-
surpassed by the keenest of professed psychologists. But it
would be a mistake to suppose that, in thus laying bare the
component atoms of a spoiled duty, they give it any unsus-
1 Eth. Nik. I. iiL 4.